On Monday, January 18, we celebrate the life and legacy of

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-1968). Ronda asked if I
would say a few words about him, which I’m happy to do.
His leadership of the U.S. civil rights movement, following the Gandhian principles of non-violent civil disobedience,
changed the lives of all Americans, and of others throughout
the world. He and the movement he led ended the shameful
apartheid that in many states had enforced racial segregation
on everything from schools to water fountains and the exclusion of African Americans from voting. He put the question
of racial injustice on the political and moral agenda and put
America on the road that would eventually lead to the election of an African American president. His life and death did
change the course of history.
He changed mine too. Just before his assassination,
while preparing for his Poor People’s March he asked a group
of young economists to prepare background papers on economic aspects of inequality in America. It was a bittersweet
experience: I was elated that I could use economics to engage
with King’s project; but I was also shocked and eventually
angry at how ill-served I was in this task by my Ph.D. training in economics. More than any other experience this was the
catalyst that led me to abandon conventional economics.
He was a brilliant, kind, and witty man. Once while
campaigning in Cambridge neighborhoods against the Vietnam War I had mentioned my interest in Buddhism and nonviolence as a schoolboy in India. Driving him hurriedly to the
next canvassing location I barely missed our being crushed
(on the passenger side!) by an on-rushing bus: “You certainly
don’t drive non-violently, young man” he said quietly.
— Sam Bowles, 2010
Many thanks to Sam for his personal reminiscences of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., which help us to understand a man
worthy of a day of remembrance.
Please note that Monday is an official SFI holiday. No
lunch will be served, no mail will be delivered, and no staff
will be available to assist you. If you wish to work this day,
please make sure you have the codes and know how to turn
off the alarm. Local banks, libraries, and government
offices will be closed.

